
"Tyranny derives from the oligarchy's mistrust of the people; hence they deprive them of arms, ill-treat the 
lower class, and keep them from residing in the capital. These are common to oligarchy and tyranny." - 
Aristotle in Politics (J. Sinclair translation, pg. 218, 1962) 
 

"It is also in the interests of a tyrant to keep his people poor, so that they may not be able to afford the cost 
of protecting themselves by arms and be so occupied with their daily tasks that they have no time for 
rebellion." - Aristotle in Politics (J. Sinclair translation, pg. 226, 1962)  
 

"I would rather be exposed to the inconveniences attending too much liberty than to those attending too 
small a degree of it."  - Thomas Jefferson, letter to Archibald Stuart, Philadelphia, December 23, 1791 
 

"Honor, justice, and humanity, forbid us tamely to surrender that freedom which we received from our 
gallant ancestors, and which our innocent posterity have a right to receive from us." - Thomas Jefferson 
(Declaration of the Causes and Necessities of Taking up Arms, 6 July 1775) 
 

"It does not take a majority to prevail ... but rather an irate, tireless minority, keen on setting brushfires of 
freedom in the minds of men." - Samuel Adams "The Father of the American Revolution" 
 

"And they are ignorant that the purpose of the sword is to save every man from slavery."- 
Marcus Annaeus Lucanus Roman poet (A.D. 39-65). Source: De Bello Civili (Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press, Loeb Classical Library, 1988), IV, 579, p. 216 
 

"There exists a law, not written down anywhere, but in our hearts; a law which comes to us not by training 
or custom or reading; a law which has come to us not from theory but from practice; not by instruction but 
by natural intuition: I refer to the law which lays it down that, if our lives are endangered by plots or 
violence or armed robbers or enemies, any and every method of protecting ourselves is morally right." - 
Marcus Tullius Cicero (106 BC-43 BC) Roman Orator and Statesman at the trial of T. Annius Milo in 52 BC 
 

"A nation can survive its fools, and even the ambitious. But it cannot survive treason from within. An enemy 
at the gates is less formidable, for he is known and carries his banner openly. But the traitor moves 
amongst those within the gate freely, his sly whispers rustling through all the alleys, heard in the very halls 
of government itself. For the traitor appears not a traitor; he speaks in accents familiar to his victims, and 
he wears their face and their arguments, he appeals to the baseness that lies deep in the hearts of all men. 
He rots the soul of a nation, he works secretly and unknown in the night to undermine the pillars of the city, 
he infects the body politic so that it can no longer resist. A murderer is less to fear. The traitor is the 
plague." - Marcus Tullius Cicero  (106-43 B.C.) Roman Statesman, Philosopher and Orator.  Source: 
Attributed. 58 BC, Speech in the Roman Senate 
 

"It is a just person who disobeys an unjust law." - Plato (427-347 BC) 
 

"The right of self-defense never ceases.  It is among the most sacred, and alike necessary to nations and to 
individuals." - President James Monroe (November 16, 1818) 
 

"Any single man must judge for himself whether circumstances warrant obedience or resistance to the 
commands of the civil magistrate; we are all qualified, entitled, and morally obliged to evaluate the 
conduct of our rulers.  This political judgment, moreover, is not simply or primarily a right, but like self-
preservation, a duty to God.  As such it is a judgment that men cannot part with according to the God of 
Nature.  It is the first and foremost of our inalienable rights without which we can preserve no other." - 
John Locke (1632-1704)   


